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“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are 
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate 
on these things.” Philippians 4:8
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“Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good 
for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.” 
Ephesians 4:29
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Illustrations That Lead to Study
“The Lord desires His people to move understandingly and intelligently. They are 
not to create large expenses, yet everything is to be done in perfect order. Our 
books should be bound with good, durable covers. The sewing should be firm 
and strong. This should always be. But care should be exercised in the matter of 
illustrating. Much money should not be invested in this line. When there are 
lessons in the pictures which lead to a study of the book itself, it is well; but when 
the pictures draw the attention from the truth contained in the book to 
themselves, the effort to help the book by illustrations is a failure.” PM 216.2

● When is a picture successful?
● When is a picture a failure?
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“The use of object lessons, blackboards, maps, and pictures, will be an aid in 
explaining these lessons, and fixing them in the memory. Parents and teachers 
should constantly seek for improved methods. The teaching of the Bible should 
have our freshest thought, our best methods, and our most earnest effort.” PM 
212.1
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Realistic
Uplifting
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Not too much

“I have been instructed that there would be a tendency on the part of some to 
strive for the supremacy in the matter of profusely illustrating books in which 
there was but little reading. One would strive to excel the other, and a wrong 
condition of things would be brought about. The passion for illustrations coming in 
was causing jealousy and envy, threatening the success of the book business as 
a whole. Everything of this order must be bound about. If it had continued, 
spirituality would have died out, and the future of our book work would have been 
blighted.... There must not be in the book business the least contention or strife 
for the supremacy.” PM 215.3
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Not too little

“Many lines of business will open up as the work is carried forward. There is 
much work to be done in the South, and in order to do this work the laborers 
must have suitable literature, books telling the truth in simple language, and 
abundantly illustrated. This kind of literature will be the most effective means of 
keeping the truth before the people. A sermon may be preached and soon 
forgotten, but a book remains.” PM 216.1
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Is this an 
appropriate 
method to 
communicate 
truth?

Success or 
failure?
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Which image conveys the story of Job more 
accurately?

“The work before us is great and cannot be 
done in any cheap style. I am at a loss to 
know just what to do with the books I am 
urged to write. May the Lord help me is my 
prayer. God forbid that we should please the 
devil by lowering the standard of eternal truth 
by using illustrations that men, women, and 
children will make sport of.” PM 217.4
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● The Bible is real. By associating the real (Bible truth) with the unreal (imaginary 
cartoons), we are training our children that the Bible is imaginary.

● The Bible is a sacred book. Using cartoons, associated with humor and 
entertainment, to depict sacred scenes trivializes truth.

● The Bible should be read with reverence. Depicting Biblical themes such as 
salvation and redemption undermines a sense of awe and reverence that we 
should have.

● We should focus during Bible study. Cartoons are often distracting. We may 
associate them with worldly cartoons. The large nose, oversized ears, tiny 
neck, distract our minds from what the Holy Spirit wants to teach us. 
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“The cut in Gospel Reader, Moses viewing the Promised Land, does great 
injustice to the subject and great discredit to those who accepted it for the book. 
What sort of an impression will it make on the readers of the book? It is not in any 
sense a correct representation of Moses. It looks more like a picture of the great 
deceiver, Satan, after he had lost Paradise.” PM 216.3
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“Page 52, same book, “The Ark Standing in 
the Midst of Jordan“: see the cherubim on 
either end of the ark. What a 
misrepresentation of the heavenly angels 
looking with  reverence upon the mercy seat, 
the cover of the ark. A child might take the 
representation as a bird hunched up. But 
when the ark was removed from the 
sanctuary, the cherubim were never exposed 
to view. That sacred ark, which represented 
Jehovah amid His people, was always 
covered, that no curious eye might look upon 
it. Let it ever be covered.” PM 216.4
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“The dummy of Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, with the illustrations, I 
received. The illustrations I could not possibly accept under any consideration. 
Some of them look as if prepared for a comic almanac....” PM 217.2
“Pictures to represent Bible scenes must be no cheap designs.... The 
knowledge which God imparts is not of a character to belittle our ideas of 
sacred things. The glory of God must be kept before the mind's eye, not the 
cheap, earthly representations that imprint in the memory scenes which give a 
false conception of Christ and heavenly things. A proper illustration of Bible 
scenes requires talent of a superior quality. With these cheap, common 
productions, the sacred lessons of the Bible disdain comparison....” PM 217.3Fo
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“I would not altogether condemn the use of pictures, but let fewer be used, and 
only such as are good illustrations of the subject. Bear in mind that illustrations 
should be choice rather than numerous.” PM 215.2
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I presented before those present [at a ministers’ council in the Battle Creek 
Tabernacle church] the sacred responsibilities connected with the office of 
publication, telling them that those who accept these responsibilities should be 
men of faith, men of piety and deep experience. Jesting and joking should not be 
sanctioned in the office, neither should harshness or sourness be shown to those 
employed or those seeking counsel. { PM 70.1} 
There are those who do not discern the sacredness of the work, who will surely 
bring in principles that are not correct. They will work to secure wages, and then 
think their duty is done. They will bring in a selfish, grasping spirit, which will 
result in robbery of God. Strange fire will be mingled with the sacred fire. Others 
will catch this spirit, for the plague spot of selfishness is as contagious as the 
leprosy.—Manuscript 19, 1891. { PM 70.2}
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